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Pbeface vii 

deal either with Immature or with transitional 
phases of the poet's thought, and are, there- 
fore, primarily of historical or antiquarian in- 
terest. 

E. C. WiLii. 

Habvard Univxksity, Januaryj 191IB, 
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an tragischen Gegenstcmden and IJher die tra- 
gische Kwnst. Finally, a period of criticism 
and independent development, 1792-1796, in 
which fall the essays on the Sublime and the 
Pathetic, Anmut und Wii/rde^ the Brief e uber 
die asthetische Erziehtmg des Menschen^ Uber 
naive und sentimentalische Dichttmg^ and a 
group of philosophical poems of which Das 
Ideal und das Leben is the most typical and the 
most important. 
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Human Race, are found not only in the meta- 
physical essays of the Academy, but the prob- 
lem is definitely faced and expUcitly, though 
somewhat one-sidedly, discussed in the drama- 
turgical essays of the first periods 



CHAPTER VI 

FIRST FRUITS 

The Essays on the Tragic 

To call the two essays on the tragic, to be 
discussed under this head, the first results or 
first fruits of the study of Kant, as has been 
done, perhaps requires some explanation. The 
large amount of material in them which is ap- 
parently uninfluenced by the Kantian aesthetics 
may perhaps puzzle those who had expected a 
close adhesion to, or an almost verbal repetition 
of, the Kantian ideas, such as one is more than 
likely to expect from the description given of 
the essays by most of the writers who have 
made allusion to them. The somewhat hetero- 
geneous character and the wavering tone ac- 
tually found in the writings in question is com- 
pletely explained by the circumstances of their 
composition. Most of the material contained 
in them was already brought together for the 
lectures on aesthetics given by Schiller during 
the summer of 1790. Whatever knowledge he 
may have possessed of the literature on aesthet- 

100 



172 The Philosophy of ScHnjjSB 

matter how distinguished his talents or how 
great his industry, can entirely escape the im- 
perfections and shortcomings even of the sys- 
tems he undertakes to criticize. 



Notes 
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^Schiller in tein$m VerJUUtnine zur Wiitensehaft, p. 
438. 

^^Schriften, x, p. 390. See also pp. 398-9, 413. Cf. 
Jodl, Getehichte der Ethik in der neueren PhUoiophie, p. 
53 ff . 
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